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The Wounds of a Friend; 
OR + 


eA Letter mentioned by Mr Love 
upon the Scaffold, ec. | 


READER,.- | | | 
Underſtand that Mr Love in his Speech ypon the 

| Scaffold, a little before his death, among other 
things, made mention of a certain Letter, ſent 

unto him the night before he ſhould have been ex- 


- ecuted the laſt Moneth, which he called an 5»ſulting 


Letter, importing a reſolution in ſome to publiſh in 
print ſeveral chings refle&ing diſhonor upon him afcer 
his dearh: The trurh is, the. Letter he ſpake of was 
written by my ſelf, and his jealoufie of any mans writing 
concerning him after bis death had its riſe onely from a 
marginal note of the ſaid Letter, which it ſeems made 
a deep impreſfion upon him ; and fince his death I per- 
ceive that not onely Mr Love, but ſome of his friends, 
did take rhar Letter very ill at my hangs,efpecially con- 
fidering that deep ſenſe,piry and compaſſion that did (as 
they ſay) ſeem to appear in me towards him in his ſad 
condition bur a little before that Letter was ſenr,which 
was { I confeſs) ſo great, that as on the one hand, I could 


| not be well ſatisfied how the Parliament could in Ho- 


nor and Conſcience have vouchſafed him a Pardon, 
7 (they 


| _ — 


£4] | h 
(they being indeed not their own but Truſtees for the 


Commonwealth, and therefore obliged ro purſue the 
publique and common benefit in ſaving or deſtroying 


him (his life being forfeired to the Commonwealth,) 


and no probable, much lefs certain! publique advantage 
appearing to accrue from bis Pardon, but rather # g:- 
wirg up their cauſe ſo maintained and afſcrred by him 
during alſthe timeof histryal; and nothing appearing 
tothecontrary in all his poſt- addreſſes, how ever lily 
and cunningly couch'd and peu'd ;) ſo onthe other hand 
my bowels acd affetions did ſo melt and yearutowards 
him, that | verily belceve I could have been contented 
in Gods way ro have parted with one of my limbs for his 
life z and however | w44 by him and a by others un- 
happily miſtaken in that letrer z yer God and mine own 
Conſcience do witneſs for me the uprightneſs, plain- 
neſs and fingleneſs of my heart and ſpirit,out of which 1 
wrote it,for the ſpiritual peace and advantage of his ſoul, 
had he been pleaſed to have improved it to that end, be- 
ing as | conceived, very genurnely & naturally improvable 
thereunto; And mine own Family can bear me witneſs 
(which I would not mention but upon this occaſion) 
that with many prayers night and day, I did, according 
to my poor meaſure,importune the Almighty for grace 
and mercy for him until the time of his death. The 
truth is, I was plain and clear with him in my Letter, 
applying my ſelf to him in ſuch matter, which I 
thought might be moſt healthful and proficable for 
him ; It is now about eleven years fithence my firſt ac- 
quaintancewith him,in which time I have had very many 


advantages, by a tri obſervationof him & his deport- 
ment 1n publique and private, of inſpeRion, as into his 
worth and excellency (whereof he was always \uffici- 
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eatly ſenfible,) fo into his weakneſs and infirmities 
(for I hope they were no worſe.) and I found (and its 


was not onely my obſervation of him, but alſo many 0+ 


thers, for alas it could not be hid) that he was exceed- 

ing apt, not onely to be courted, but even captivated 

with that ſecret, cloſe, and dangerous luſt and fin of * Very 
popalarity, affeAing multicude of followers, and nor Pres 
ableto bear oppoſition and conrradtRion ;; and there- ſuch a 
fore well perceiving the policy of Satan, that great ad- pps, 
verſary of mankinde, adepting 2nd ficting this ſeare of Far 
death wherein his foot was ſo aptly and eafily taken, and 9us,hafty, 


mountirg him vponthe wing and pinnacle of popular! © 


obſervation, and confidering alſo his ſeeming peniten- temper & 

tial Addrefſes unto the Parliament, though cloudily, 4ipolici- 
- obftrucely, and very uncerrainly fram'd and pen'd, ar- *7 whoſe 
- Suing (at leaſt unto me) a kinde of a trembling, ſhaking «tm + 


and exceWing difſatisfatory frame and remper of g32*%2.. 


minde, to venture his life upon ſo bad a cauſes and uns dying 6re- 
derſtanding alſo /y ſome of bis very neer frgends that were 57 ven 


_ dayly with him, how uncertain he was in his diſpoſicion Sri 


£0 at ingenuous, chriſtian, and plenary acknowledgment veRives | 
in his Addreffes unto the Parliament for mercy, and — 
that by reaſon of the various and diverſe diſpoſed and ſent Au- 
opinionated perſons that were his conſtant Viſitors, 2?» 
ſome inclining him one way, and ſome another z ſome entice 


endevoriug (as it ſeemed to me) to make him a meer _ _ 
Inds an 


*Calf, or Heifer, a F:i#im to their cauſe, though judgmens 


happily inftruQiog him in that black art of double- in the 
dealing, diſ-ingenuous diſtintions, and reſervarions to ws] oo 
fave his life, together with their cauſe (coald it fo be very uk; 
brought about) ſome of which friends I fear fuck roo gvoſtty 
cloſe tohim even to his dearh 3,) others again adviſing g,n** ® 
him to acknowledgs his fin, _oE rogiye gloryro God, | ume. 


3 ſay 


Pay 


, | Cog 
* fay, perceiving this poor young man thus harrafſed and = 
-burried in his choughts and minde 3 and ready 'to:offer 
up his lite in this perplexed temper and diſpbſition ; 
Aud laftly,calling ro mindethe moſt dangerons and de- 
ſperate eſtate and condition of his poor Soul, ſhouldhe - 

+ ofter it upunto rhe ſervice of rhis luſt, notwithſtanding | 
his ſeeming zeal for Gods glory, andthe great tempra- 1 . 
rioa hereunto by a mighty concourſe of people to ſee 
the manner of his death, and hear his laſt Scaffold Ora- 
tion. Theſe Con(iderations wrought upon me, our of | 
very faithfulneſs, ro write this enſuing Letter, which | 

take as followeth. | 

| 
| 


In __—_—) 
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 ArLove, | | 

do not know, nor am 1 mach lolicitous, whether you eftcens me 
an enemy or « friend ; but as 1 abhor to ſalate you with the | 

Kiſſes of an enemy, ſo / judg it vn/caſoxable to afflift gon With the l 
Wounds of a friend ; and yet the bowels of a ſpiritual Brother ( I 
know not Whether you can eccho Brother to me,) do ſo —_— | 
importune me, that I am compel'd, by the Workings thereof, tobe 
bold with you in one Word of Counſel, before our Gal parting ; 5f 

3s this, Offer not up your precious life, with all its concer 

natural ſpiritual,a vifim to the great Godeſs of yain Pxofeflors po- [ 
pxlarity, (though cortind within the Circle of a certain Party: ) 'P 
Tou may call this Cenſoriouſneſs for Want of love, but my Conſci- 
ence calls it Faithfulneſs throngh the abundance of love : To be | 
prais'd while you live, audtalked 07 after you be dead, for a vali- | 
ant Aſſertor even unto death of that Cauſe judged by many of your | 
own Friends and Judgment to be Weak, yea wicked, is but a ſmall 
price for this preciows life, and the hazards of a better. It is well 
sf the arms of Chriſt do bear you up above t'+ſe troubled waters, | 1 
and not windy bladders ; but it is very rare, confidering your | 
Cauſe, the projetling,. promoting, alluul producing a new bloody - ' 
War,s War between Saints,a War againſt Saints,a War toreſtore 
4 Wicked, a bloody Family, ſo fignally and eminently dethroned by 
the vindicative fuſtice of Almighty God, ſo decryed, ſo imprecared 
: | with 
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With ſuch zeal, expeftation and confidence by your own (elf 5» 


fb like, in private, and you not ſo much as tonched With the guilt , 


4 Baliy-body in all yowri Tryal and ſufferings ; how ever you ee 
£2 valu-d or adn nk wry - let not Baſſilix pref oper” 
eyes deſtroy your Soul, viz. ax ambition to be look'd at, and ad-tc injorncd 
wired : It 55 now hngh tine torecoliett your ſelf, your Breeding, of riſe 
your Education *, at whoſe charges, from What ſort of Profeſſors "_y 5 
Jou have received mercy and favour ai your life, and how you have "= OY 


; requitedth:w at the laft, by nat only not doing the leaſt thing for 7:24 and 


them, but ſtriving ts undermine them in their Liberties, ani fake 19% = 
ing therein to cut them off by a bloody War: 7 ſhould have been Roxer , 
gind, bud the due confideration of your miſcarriages Wrought you obo - 
59 au ingenuom and Chriſtian acknowledgment in due ſeaſon for nal o__ 
your life cake s I ſhould now re] 2Jce, might it be yet conſid: red for which ir | 
your Souls ſake. Do you plead your Conſcience ? 1f it be ſo indeed, ms 
conſider the ſtrange hand of God upon your Judgment, wot mach ng Ea, 
wolike his band upon the Late King,(in whole Cau'e,how evet pal- hea.! OS 
lated, you muſt yecld up your lite,) Who could not ſubmit to the MW 1.157 
Power that tryed him for his Conſcience fake. That a Minizter 7 \ vo 
of Foſs Chriſt ſhould intermedale With the State and (ondition of " i. 
ſeveral Nations, ſo as to involve them in a bloody War, yea to "yp gh 
ftirive ts ſubvert that Government under Which he might livea which, as 
peaceable and quier life in all godlineſs and honeſty, a thing never through 2. , 
pratliſed by any of the Prophets of old, by Chrift, his. Apoitles or ©*V1S , 
Sxcoeſſors, that your ſelf have judged faithfml, (except you fedg | +309 
Teſwits to be ſuch,) ſhould de all this, net only without helitanſic, the grx7, 
but with a zealoxs Conſcience, argues 4 great hand of God wpon "t his ſpi- 
ſuch a Judgment. Again, do you plead Conſcience, and ther: fore '' 3 tc 
Cannot [abjeft to a Chriſtian Confeſſion of your miſcarriage, * — pa 
theugh.it might have ſaved your life and that tor Conſcience ſake? func . ch 
See bere another ſtrein of drvine juitice ; you endeavored to bring \halthard- 
in a Power, though by an Army, to compel mens ſubjeftion againſt |y finde in 
their Conſciences, «ud your ſelf now muſt periſh upon the ſame ac- Frm 
compt, But once more, Conſider, 4s it Conſcience indeed ? Is it _ (9 ) 
net rather Popularity, then Conſcience ? Shall I ſubmit now ? Will t&rought- 
wot the World /ay, "tis baſe, *tis diſhoworable ? &c, Well Sir,con- our the 
ſult God, ad plead nor Conſcience againſt Conſcience ; it is bad Nativrs 
to live,bur Worſe to dye with an 1]l Conſcience, efpecially nnacr the 
vizor of a good Conicienge z 4# ill Cauſe, yea ard an 1l} Contcience 
may be [lily pallited with many good prayers, Scripture phraſes, 
x | and 
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' «ard a tealow ſhew. of aveiy tender Conlcieace, vd to fon Eq 
in ſuch « Canſe,way be ripured Marcyrdom amorgit men, and ju. 
with man, but it is pure Atheiſm With God; the more cloſe, ſoeres % 
and ſpiritnal any fins, the more dangerous and. noxiou it 11 unto © 
the jenner. Sir,1 do xot judg you; but 1 fear you, 1 Would Fhad no 
carſe; if I am miftaken,it is well, this can do you no hurt ; if I ams. 
not miſtaken, this may do you good, that is my aim, and the defire 
of my Soul ; for if 1 know my heart, I coula willingly part with | 
wy right hand in Gods way for your life, and with my very life in" 9 7 
that way for your Scul : That the Lord of Life and Glory Wold wk 
fo commmuicate himſclf yet unto you before you go hence, that han 
ving 4 ene ſenſe of the riches and freeneſs of his grace in our deny. _ 1 
Lord Jeſus Chrift, and ſo reſt, peace,and fulneſs of ſatisfattion up» 
on that accompt, and alſo a due feeling of your own miſcarridges wn 
... all your Ways, and chiefiy of that that hath brought youto this pre= = 
.. Ciputated endthat you may yield up yonr life as becomes ſnch a ſenſe, 
Em -. and that eternal life-may /econd your temporal, is the hearty-pray- 
RS... Sf Sir, Your very faithful and truly affe&ivnate 
Culewrn treer, --.-.. Brotherin our Lord Jeſas Chriſt, 
es ” Re Joun Px1icE.: 


R Eader, Thou haſt the Letter truly and faithfully-committed 
| co thy ſtrieſt view and examination, and ſubwirted to thy _ 
Jucgment; if thou findeſt any thing-of a» 1n/#ltirig nature there- 
m,0ay zxy thing but love and faithfulneſs unto Mr Love, moſt cer- 
 tainTam, thou reepeſt that which was never /own by'me z may it . 
- paſta ſtrit examen by a judicious godly man,one of Mr Loves very 
good friends and acquaintance,and very zealouſly induſtrious for his 
Pardon, before it was ſent unto Mr Love ;\ for indeed I feared Mr 
Loves (iniſter interpretation and miſconſtruRioniof it, who was 
very importurate with me toſehd it unto him: but it istrue which 
Solemon ſaith, That afroward heart findeth no good. Altthatt 
(hall fay of Mg Love is this, His fin, vanity and folly have found hin 
our, and purſued him-co his grave, bur I hope (hallfollow him no 
furcker : As for my (dF, I cannoc wiſb'my felt becter (in wiſhes of 
this nature) tK& to deſire God'to di pearrtinnblul a friend in the 
day of my departure from this wo! roverny 
{clf co Mr Love, and abetter heart qÞi 
Roe 514 on EY 
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